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Chiton County’s Mineral Springs 
By Derric Scott 

 
The water in the Mineral Springs Community of Chilton County has long been thought to have beneficial health 
effects.  The area was known as “Mineral Springs” at least by the 1880s, when the church was mentioned with that 
name in the Dec 10, 1885 Chilton View newspaper.  Shortly before May 3, 1888 the voting place in Beat 1 was 
changed from Mims' Crossroads to Mineral Springs. 
 

Henry Cleckler 
 
The land surrounding the spring was originally bought from the U. S. Government by Henry Cleckler in 1858.  He 
had previously acquired a neighboring section in 1855 and by 1860 he owned at least 320 surrounding acres. 
 

 
Modern map of the area around the spring (indicated by the green circle). 

 
Henry Cleckler married Elizabeth Betsy Robinson, who was the daughter of neighboring landowner Mordecai 
Robinson, the first Probate Judge of the newly formed Baker County (Dec 1869).  The county name changed to 
Chilton in 1874, resulting in Mordecai Robinson being the only Probate Judge of "Baker" County.  Note that 
sometimes they used an alternative spelling of Robinson – Roberson. 
 
CSA Private Henry Cleckler died in an Atlanta hospital in April 1864 during the Civil War.  The property then passed 
to his heirs, specifically his son William Pinkney "Pink" Cleckler.  Henry's wife Elizabeth collected Alabama 
Confederate veteran widow's pensions from about 1890 until she died. 
 

Richard Coe and Daniel Partridge – Gregory and Coe Lumber Co. 
 
The first mention of the actual spring in the newspapers was in December 1889 when the Chilton View wrote an 
article about new owners that were going to build hotel there.  The new owners were Richard Coe and Daniel 
Partridge.  These men were officers in the Gregory and Coe Lumber Company (and other companies) at the time.  
The deed of the transaction specifically mentions the spring: "there is a spring of water upon (sic) in the northeast 
part and known as the Mineral Spring."  They bought the property from William Pinkney "Pink" Cleckler and his 
wife, Mary Laura Bean Cleckler, Dec 6, 1889.  The sale was facilitated by Capt. W. A. Smith, whom it was said was 
to run the resort.  This is the first documented attempt to use the spring for commercial purposes.  A later 
description, in the July 7, 1932 Rockford Chronicle, of the earlier ca 1900 resort said it was "a large sixteen room 
hotel, bath houses, pavilions and lunch stands, occupying the hills around this famous spring." 
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Dec 12, 1889 Chilton View 

 
Chilton Deed Book, Dec 6, 1889, Book 21 Page 319 land sale record. 
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The spring, ca. 1900 and steps up to the hotel and cabins. 

 
The general Mineral Springs community often had a column published in the local papers, usually entitled "Mineral 
Springs."  These chatty columns detailed goings on in the area, church events, weather, health, and crop progress. 
 

 
Dec 11, 1902 Banner – local community column from Mineral Springs Community 

 

Dr. R. B. McNeill and J. M. Robinson 
 
It appears that around 1907 Dr. R. B. McNeill of Jemison and J. M. Robinson bought the property.  The record of 
this sale hasn't yet been found.  However they begin paying taxes on it in 1907, the same time that the newspapers 
report the transfer as well.  In the next few years Dr. McNeill built a 23 room hotel on the hill above the springs 
and 4 cabins across the road.  They paid taxes on the property at least through 1912.  In his book "The Jemison 
Café" John Hayman says the hotel on the hill "was a two-story building made of wood, and it had a porch that ran 
all around the top floor." 
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March 28, 1907 Banner  - new sanitarium                      May 9, 1907 Banner – Dr. McNeill 

 

       
Aug 15, 1907 Banner – Telephone lines                                 April 23, 1908 Banner - Hotel 

 
 

Dr. J. E. Gowan 
 
By 1920 Dr. J. E. Gowan from Clanton had purchased the spring and was paying taxes on it.   
 

William Thomas "Tom" Hand 
 
In 1924 William Thomas "Tom" Hand, the lumberman from Jemison, purchased the property and built a new 
"resort" there and called it "Havengreen."  In his book, John Hayman says that Hand "built a one-story building just 
below the spring" and that he used a gravity-fed water system to distribute the spring water and had a generator 
for electricity.  He continued that the depression impacted the viability of the resort.  Hand died in 1937. 
 

       
June 30, 1932 Union-Banner                                       Apr 30, 1936 Union-Banner 
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Dr. A. Marshall Price ownership and tragic death 
 
In 1939 a Jemison "herb doctor" named Dr. Kemp bought the property. 
 
It seems that Dr. Kemp's real name was Dr. Andrew Marshall Price and he bought the property from the Tom Hand 
estate.  In the 1930s Dr. Price had moved to Jemison to practice as an herb doctor.  The story recounted in John 
Hayman's book is that Raymond Reynolds painted the sign for the office and instead of painting "Doctor's Camp" 
he painted "Dr. Kamp" and so the name stuck.  Hayman has a great deal of personal references about Dr. Price and 
his family in the book.  Hayman said that Dr. Price maintained he was part Indian.  He hired some Indians to dress-
up and parade in front of his store and call him "Cousin Wahoo."  That name also stuck with the Jemison locals.  
Hayman noted that Dr. Price was very successful by 1939, opened a new office, and purchased the Mineral Springs 
Sanatorium.  Hayman describes the grand opening in October 1939 and says they sold BBQ plates for $1.10 each. 
 
Dr. Price operated the sanatorium there for about 10 years. 
 

              
Oct 12, 1939 Chilton Co News                                    Oct 19, 1939 UB                                                      Oct 26, 1939 CCN 

  
Dr. Price improved the property and near the end of 1940 he had added "42 new rooms to the building already 
there – 10 cabins, a swimming pool, and a fish pond."  He also was building a "tabernacle to seat 5000 people for 
the purpose of holding evangelistic meetings, etc."  Hayman said that Dr. Price added the second story to the one-
story building below the spring, that was built by Tom Hand (the 42 new rooms?), and that Dr. Price built two 
artificial "lakes" below the building for to create a "peaceful appearance" (the swimming pool and fish pond?). 
 

 
Feb 3, 1949 Union-Banner 

 
In 1943, Clanton's Dr. Virgil O. Campbell partnered with Dr. Price.  Both held office hours at the spring and at 
Jemison. 
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Tragically Dr. Price was murdered during a robbery and subsequent pursuit on December 1, 1949.  He was buried 
in Plantersville. 
 

 
Dec 8, 1949 Union-Banner 

 

 
December 8, 1949 Union-Banner 

 

The Treasure 
 
After Price's death, articles were published describing some IRS activity and large amounts of money that he had 
hidden underneath the slab of his office and other places.  This may have been the reason that he was a target for 
the robbery.  There were many milk cans of silver coins uncovered.  The IRS ultimately ruled that all the taxes were 
paid on the money and so there was no action taken against him.  However there was no explanation of his 
reasoning given.  There were a few newspaper articles about the money back in April, at the time of the 
investigation, which may have been the catalyst for the robbery. 
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Dec 11, 1949 Montgomery Advertiser article on Dr. Price's hidden money. 

 

Columbus C. Conway 
 
The Price family owned the property until it was sold to Columbus Conway in 1953.  It was operated by Dr. J. C. 
McCoy.  (Conway's brother Arnold may have been a dentist in Jemison – per some vague references in Hayman's 
book and "D.D.S." on his tombstone). 
 

                
June 4, 1953 Union-Banner                                                        May 27, 1954 Union-Banner 
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March 4, 1954 Union-Banner article 

 

 
May 27, 1954 Union-Banner – photos enhanced. 
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May 27, 1954 Union-Banner advertisement 
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Later Owners 
 

Geneva D. Wheeler 
 
Columbus C. Conway sold the property to Geneva D. Wheeler and husband Spurgeon on March 17, 1959. 
 

 
April 9, 1959 Union-Banner 

 
At the end of the Vietnam War, when the U. S. was evacuating Vietnamese refugees, a family or two were housed 
in the building.  
 

 
Alabama Media Group photo at ADAH, August 1975 
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No other documentation of activities at the site after this point has been found.  It has been said that "Bear" 
Bryant stayed there on occasion and that he had his own room.  It has also been rumored that Bryant had an 
ownership interest at one point.  No documentation of this has been found to date. 
 

Guy B. Adderhold 
 
Over a period of years, from 1975 until Jun 8, 1979, the Wheelers worked on selling the property to Guy B. 
Adderhold and others.  After a mortgage, a default, and a public sale, the property was finally owned by 
Adderhold. 
 

King's Ranch, Inc. 
 
The property was sold again in December 22, 1983 to King's Ranch, Inc. (in covenant with the State of Alabama 
Department of Youth Services).  The sale was from the Adderhold heirs, Deborah Hardesty and Melanie Gusmus. 
 

Alabama Department of Youth Services 
 
August 13, 1991 the King's Ranch, Inc. sold it to the Alabama Department of Youth Services. 
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Alabama Mineral Springs, LLC 
 
Around 2021 the property was acquired from the State of Alabama and plans were made to bottle and sell the 
water again. 
  https://alabamamineralsprings.com/ 
 
They have photos and videos in their gallery on their website as well as news articles and more.  Some examples:  
 

 
Original condition of the site, ca 2021. 

 

 
Image of the spring head (constructed about 1908) from Alabama Mineral Springs Inc., ca 2021. 
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Saturday, July 17, 2021, old building stripped and burned. Spring in small building to right. 

 

 
Saturday, July 17, 2021, old building stripped and burned.  The spring is in the small building to right. 
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New building nearing completion. 
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